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Foundation honours Dr. Seewald

Dr. Richard Seewald has another honour to add to his already 
impressive resumé. The “Hear the World Foundation” has created 
the Richard Seewald Annual Award for Childhood Hearing in 
recognition of his contribution to pediatric audiology. 

“Hear the World” is an initiative by Phonak, a group specializing 
in the design, development, production and worldwide 
distribution of technologically advanced wireless and hearing 
systems. The goal of the “Hear the World” initiative is to educate 
the general public about the importance of hearing, the social 
and emotional impacts and the benefits of available solutions 
for those with hearing loss.

Recognizing that quality of hearing significantly impacts  
quality of life, the foundation is committed to improving the 
well-being of people with hearing defects, and to advancing 
measures towards the prevention of hearing loss. In addition 
to a long-term communication program that targets opinion 
leaders and the general public, “Hear the World” will support 
charitable organizations and projects focused on helping 
people with hearing loss. In an effort to remain innovative, 
“Hear the World” partners with musicians and music events to 
help the public appreciate their sense of hearing and provide 
the most innovative hearing solutions on the market.

Known internationally for his work in developing the  
Desired Sensation Level (DSL) Method for pediatric hearing 
instrument filling, Dr. Seewald is also a Professor in the School 
of Communication Sciences and Disorders. As well as being  
the Principle Investigator at the National Center for Audiology 
in London, Ontario, Seewald is also the chairman of the Phonak 
Pediatric Advisory Board.

Congratulations to Dr. Richard Seewald on this honour!  
For more information about “Hear the World” please visit:  
www.hear-the-world.com/index.htm

Northern Exposure for SLP students

Recently, second-year Speech-Language Pathology students 
had the trip of a lifetime and were able to put their skills to  
use in the name of community service.

Organized and attended by professors Taslim Moosa and Susan 
Schurr, the week-long clinical education learning experience 
took five lucky students (Crystal Branco, Erin Cooper, Cara 
Cressman, Rebecca Harrison, and Meredith Taylor) to the 
remote northern communities of Moose Factory,  
Kashechewan, and Attawapiskat.

As part of the Weeneebayko Health Ahtuskaywin Regional 
Health Authority, these remote First Nations coastal 
communities lie along the western Ontario shores of  
James Bay.  While there, students, under the close guidance 
of their clinical educators/supervisors, conducted a wide 
range of speech, language, communication and swallowing 
assessments in communities and local schools. 

Elementary students and adults received speech, language, 
communication and/or swallowing assessments for 
childhood articulation and language delay, acquired 
swallowing problems, and neurologically-based language 
and communication impairments. In addition to conducting 
these assessments, students also wrote individualized reports, 
developed programming materials and delivered in-service 
education for teachers, health care providers and families.  

Students were also invited to present at the Medical Grand 
Rounds at the Weeneebayko General Hospital and followed 
their presentation with bedside training with nursing staff  
in the areas of swallowing screening and implementation  
of augmentative communication strategies.  

Communication Sciences and Disorders professor Richard Seewald’s 
contribution to pediatric audiology honoured with the creation of the “Hear the 
World Foundation” Richard Seewald Annual Award for Childhood Hearing 
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The Western group was challenged to provide quality services 
in unique clinical education and training environments. 

Data analyses are being undertaken based on outcome 
measurements evaluations of the effects of this new clinical 
education and training program. Preliminary analyses 
show that the group’s efforts were well-received by health 
professionals, teachers, clients, and families. All participants 
are eager and committed to establishing these new clinical 
education and training experiences as permanent placements 
for Western Speech-Language Pathology students. They 
also hope to explore the possibility of including Western 
audiology students on subsequent placements. Making the 
placement more interprofessional by collaborating with the 
physiotherapist, occupational therapist, nurses, physicians,  
and teachers who currently work for the health authorities  
and school boards, is a future goal of the group.

CSD students changing lives AND  
bringing smiles 

A group of first year Speech-Language Pathology students, 
in the School of Communication Sciences and Disorders,  
is fundraising to change the lives of children in developing 
countries born with craniofacial disorders such as clefts  
of the lip, or soft and hard palates.

Fund raising has already begun to support U.S.-based  
“Operation Smile”. Founded in 1982 by plastic surgeon  
Dr. William P. Magee and his wife Kathleen, a nurse and  
clinical social worker, “Operation Smile” coordinates more  
than 30 Medical Mission sites in 26 countries 
annually. “Operation Smile” provides the 
personnel and support for the surgeries 
to disadvantaged children and young 
adults in developing countries with 
craniofacial abnormalities. Last year, 
medical volunteers provided free 
surgeries for 9,221 children through 
international and local, in-country medical 
missions. Not only will this medical outreach 
improve the smiles of many young people, but it 
will also provide social benefits. In many 

instances, children are shunned from their communities and 
kept home from school or hidden in their homes. By helping 
with their medical needs, “Operation Smile” also helps these 
young people to integrate into their community.

These dedicated CSD students hope to fund raise for donations 
from faculty members, staff and the Western community at 
large to support and celebrate the beauty of a child’s smile. 
If you would like any further information about this worthy 
cause, “Operation Smile” or to make a donation, please contact 
the School of Communication Sciences and Disorders office  
at 519-661-2111 x88183.

Dr. Bill and Cami Pond care for a patient during 
Operation Smile’s “World Journey of Smiles” 25th 
anniversary mission at Linyi People’s Hospital in Linyi, 
China. Photo - Jeff Zelevansky, Operation Smile

Recovery Room Nurse Stacy Kukuchka 
with patient Rama during Operation 
Smile’s mission in Amman, Jordan, 
during “World Journey of Smiles”  
in November 2007.  Photo – Jessica 
Brandi Lifland, Operation Smile

Anesthesiologist Karen Kennedy with 
a patient during Operation Smile’s 
“World Journey of Smiles” 25th 
anniversary mission at the Hospital 
Manuel de Jesus Rivera – La Mascota 
in Managua, Nicaragua, November 
2007. Photo – Vasna Wilson,  
Operation Smile



20  |  Health Sciences Matters  |  Spring/summer 2008

Senior Health

Peer Genius!

BHSc professor Marita Kloseck’s innovative work  
has seniors supporting seniors with osteoporosis.by Karen Otto 

In life, there are quirks and quarks –  
but there are also NORCs and DORCs.

NORCs are Naturally Occurring Retirement Communities while DORCs are 
Deliberately Occurring Retirement Communities, according to Marita Kloseck, 
director of The University of Western Ontario’s Aging and Community Health 
Research Lab funded by Canada Foundation for Innovation. 

And she says that London’s Cherryhill  
community is one successful NORC. 
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Our focus is 	
what communities – 	
and specifically 
communities of 
seniors and older 
people – can do to 
optimize their health 
and the health system

“It has been suggested there’s lots  
we can learn from Naturally Occurring 
Retirement Communities,” she says. “ There 
is tremendous potential for innovative 
programs in these communities.” 

Kloseck’s latest innovative program 
involves Cherryhill seniors helping other 
seniors. Titled the “Points of Opportunity” 
to Optimize the Diagnosis and Treatment 
of Osteoporosis in Communities of Seniors, 
the program was launched in 2006. 

Working in conjunction with Dr. Richard 
Crilly from The University of Western 
Ontario’s Department of Medicine, Kloseck 
decided on the osteoporosis project after 
determining there was a significant gap in 
the health care system when it came to the 
disease. She says numerous hip fractures 
resulting from falls significantly impacts 
seniors’ quality of life and are very costly  
for the health care system. 

So Kloseck and Crilly decided to 
educate seniors so that they could 
educate their peers. 

“Our focus is what communities – and 
specifically communities of seniors and 
older people – can do to optimize their 
health and the health system,” says Kloseck. 

The project, funded by Proctor & Gamble 
Pharmaceuticals and Sanofil-Aventis, 
works by having osteoporosis experts 
in London teach Cherryhill senior 
volunteers about osteoporosis. The 
volunteers are then assigned peers to 
mentor, whom they encourage to get 
bone density tests. They also educate 
peers on osteoporosis, its early warning 
signs and proper nutrition.  

“I think seniors working with seniors is 
ideal,” says peer mentor and Cherryhill 
resident Gretta Grant. “They have a better 
understanding of each other and they 
can sympathize with each other.” 

Grant was assigned 
six peers over 
the course of 
six months and 
often called 
them to dispense 
information she had 
learned from the 
“extensive training 
sessions,” she said. 
Such information 
included proper 
calcium and Vitamin D  
supplementation to delay 
the osteoporosis process. 

“Some of the women who signed up had 
osteoporosis and they didn’t know it so 
they were able to get help right away,” 
she says. “I know so much more and 
how important it is for younger people 
to be aware of it and I think my family 
will benefit from it. I’ll get them on the 
vitamins and get them the tests.”

Grant is now empowered to help her 
peers – and that’s one of Kloseck’s goals 
to better the health care system and 
learn from what seniors are telling her 
about their needs. 

“It’s a shared relationship. Shared 
responsibility. Shared decision-making. 
It’s empowerment and not many 
projects work that way,” Kloseck says. 

Working within the community helped 
build trust, especially when participants 
saw that Kloseck valued what they had 
to say. For her part, Kloseck says that 
going to the source for information just 
makes sense: “I have always believed 
seniors know best what works and what 
doesn’t work, particularly in regards to 
more fragile seniors.”

And Kloseck’s work is getting noticed. 
After publishing an abstract in last 
September’s issue of the American 

Society for Bone and Mineral Research 
(ASBMR), she was invited to give a 
platform presentation to the International 
Working Group on Patient Education and 
Adherence to Treatment for Osteoporosis. 
She will be presenting the findings at the 
International Osteoporosis Foundation 
(IOF) World Congress on Osteoporosis 
in Bangkok in December and also at the 
ASBMR 2008 conference in Montreal.

While Kloseck is busy looking at end-of-
life issues, she’s also looking to the future. 
She says that with an increasing senior 
population in upcoming years, peer 
mentors could be instrumental in easing 
the load on our health care system. 
Over the next few decades there will  
be an increasing number of seniors who 
will need medical attention, thereby 
putting more strain than ever on the 
health care system. 

Engaging seniors with the health 
care system, listening to their input 
and teaching them to help not only 
themselves but others could help the 
health care system enormously.

“Seniors can either be the greatest 
challenge to the system or the greatest 
resource,” says Kloseck. “You can engage 
them. Get them fired up. Work with 
them. They’re retired, have tremendous 
experience, and a great variety of skills.” 

Heather Hanson – Research Co-ordinator “Points of Opportunity” to Optimize 
the Diagnosis and Treatment of Osteoporosis in Communities of Seniors
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Welcome to Camp BUCKO

Facts  That
Did you know Maggots were used to heal wounds long before 

Physiotherapists began wound healing? It’s true!! In fact, since the first 
world war, maggots have been recognized as superb ‘wound cleaners.’ 

These little munchers eat only dead, necrotic tissue, enhancing 
the ability of the healthy tissue to proliferate. Physiotherapy has 

progressed a long way since wwi and utilizes more than maggots for 
wound healing. Physiotherapists use electric current, laser, heat and 

ultrasound as their modern tissue healers.

Dr. Pamela Houghton, School of Physical Therapy
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On February 5, 2008, Western’s Physical Therapy students,  
staff and friends banded together and took to the stage  
in support of a great cause. Organized by the PT Student 
Council, this was the 14th consecutive year funds were  
raised for a very special organization; Camp Bucko.

Since its creation in 1995,  
the camp has grown from  
35 to over 70 children. Camp 
BUCKO (Burn Camp for Kids 
in Ontario) is a free program 
for children, aged 7 to 17, with 
burn injuries. Camp BUCKO 
provides an opportunity for 
children recovering from burn 
injuries to meet other children 
who share similar feelings 
and experiences in a safe 
and fun environment. In past 
years, campers have attended 
from across Ontario and even 

Canada (if there was not a burn camp for them to attend in their 
home province). BUCKO gives these children temporary freedom 
from the everyday challenges of being burned, and gives them a 
chance to share stories and bond with new friends. Most of all,  
the camp is a place to have fun and learn new things.

One goal of the Camp BUCKO program is to continue to 
provide the camp free of charge; the average cost to attend 
the camp is $675/child. Subsidizing the cost of attending the 
camp provides a great relief to parents, many of whom, sustain 
difficult financial burdens due to expenses incurred and loss  
of time from work during their child’s injury and treatment. 

This year, students arranged a bake sale, raffle and silent 
auction in conjunction with the talent show with all raffle  
and auction items donated from local businesses in the 
community. This year the event raised around $2,622.00!  
The Camp BUCKO program operates solely on funds  
donated by services, clubs, firefighters and individuals.  
If you would like further information regarding Camp BUCKO  
or to donate please contact the School of Physical Therapy 
(www.uwo.ca/fhs/pt).

PT Students take to the stage, raising funds for Camp Bucko
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Proud Kinesiology alumni taking time out at the International Centre  
for Olympic Studies

The International Centre for  
Olympic Studies Heads to Beijing

Stories That

by Stephanie Sargent 
A lone figure runs, surrounded by thousands of people,  
all pressing closer to get a better look at the burning torch 
that’s held high in the air. At the end of the relay, the flame  
is lowered as millions of viewers and fans around the world 
watch in anticipation, and with a hiss, the Olympic cauldron  
is lit to the sound of cheers and cries of joy. 

Perhaps it’s the excitement of athletic competition on the 
world stage, or the up-swell of national pride and the fun of 
rooting for your home team, or maybe it is the chance to catch 
a glimpse inside a foreign culture, but, the Olympic Games 
captures the world’s attention like no other event.

The are many kinds of die-hard Olympic fans – participating 
athletes, armchair Olympians and those who just love the 
spectacle, some even study and document all things related  
to the games. One such Olympic enthusiast is Bob Barney, Director 
of the International Centre for Olympic Studies (ICOS) at The 
University of Western Ontario. He started working at the University 
in 1972 as the Director of Athletics and spent two years writing the 
proposal to open the International Centre for Olympic Studies.  
His efforts paid off and in 1989 the Centre officially opened.  
Barney chose to study the games because of “the scarcity of a 
body of knowledge on the subject, and also to further serious 
knowledge on the Olympic movement.” Barney is also an avid fan.“ 
My favourite Olympic sport is the ski jump in the winter, but I don’t 
have a favourite summer sport probably because I was an athlete 
and participated in many of them,” says Barney.

The International Centre for Olympic Studies is located in the 
Arthur and Sonia Labatt Health Sciences Building in Room 317, 
at The University of Western Ontario and is the only centre of its 
kind in the Americas. The Centre boasts an array of interesting 
Olympic artifacts including the 1985 Olympic Games podium, 
and a collection of Olympic coins and stamps. Over the 
years, ICOS has also collected many valuable research assets 
including an expanding library of films, slides, texts, journal 
and pamphlet publications, minutes, reports, scrapbooks, and 
graphic art materials. The University of Western Ontario is the 
only institution in the world to own two complete microfilm 
copies of the 150 reel historical Avery Brundage Collection.  
The Centre’s newest addition is the Worrall papers. James 
Worrall, noted Canadian Olympic athlete, flag bearer, and 
member of the Canadian Olympic Association (where he was 
president from 1961 to 1968, and member of the International 
Olympic Committee (1967-1989)), has donated the personal 

papers and records from his lifetime. The International Centre 
for Olympic Studies is a very active entity annually hosting 
three lecture series; The Annual J. Howard Crocker Olympic 
Studies Lecture, The Annual Ion P. Ioannides Memorial Lecture 
and The Annual Earle F. Zeigler Lecture. The Centre also holds 
an international symposium every two years, in conjunction 
with the Olympic Games. These symposia are used to 
generate research materials from professors, and educational 
institutes regarding Olympic related topics. ICOS publishes the 
proceedings of the symposium, including the research papers 
that the speakers and participants have written.

In past years, these symposia were held at the Centre’s 
headquarters at Western, but this year they’re going wheels up, 
and travelling to Beijing. This is only the second time in 18 years 
that the event will be held in a foreign location; in 2000, they  
went down under to Sydney, Australia. 

This year, from August 5 – 7, the proceedings will be held  
at the Capital University of Physical Education in downtown 
Beijing, China. The event closes the night before the Olympic 
Games and as Bob Barney says, “it kills two birds with one stone; 
you can go to the symposium and attend the games.” 

The ICOS event titled “Pathways: Critiques and Discourse in 
Olympic Research” is open to anyone and nine countries are 
currently participating: Canada, USA, China, Hong Kong,  
Denmark, England and Australia.

Dedicated to the research of the Olympic Games and the 
Olympic movement, the International Centre for Olympic 
Studies stands proudly as part of The Faculty of Health Sciences 
as a leader in its field. 

For more information on the International Centre for  
Olympic Studies or any of its events visit the ICOS website  
at: www.uwo.ca/olympic/



Please join Dean Jim Weese at the Faculty of 
Health Sciences Tent located beside the Arthur 

and Sonia Labatt Health Sciences Building

Saturday, October 4th, 2008
11:00 a.m.

Pre-Game BBQ luncheon and ticket to the 
Football Game (Western Mustangs vs. 

Windsor Lancers) $35 per person 
or BBQ luncheon only –$15 per person

 

Tours of the Arthur and Sonia Labatt Health 
Sciences Building will be available.

Faculty Of Health Sciences 
Homecoming 2008

For more ticket information and to RSVP go to 
www.uwo.ca/fhs

Calling all Nursing, Kinesiology, 
Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, 
Communication Sciences and Disorders 
and Bachelor of Health Sciences Alumni

Publication Agreement # 41640013 

Return Undeliverable Canadian Addresses to: 

Arthur and Sonia Labatt Health Sciences 

Building, Rm 200, 

The University of Western Ontario 

London  ON  N6A 5B9




